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SKIIP 2018-19
School Kids Influenza 
Immunization Project

NMIC and DOH are gearing 
up for this year's SKIIP—
School Kids Influenza 

Immunization Project.  This 
year 380 schools statewide 
have registered to participate. 
Vaccine has not yet arrived but 
we anticipate that SKIIP clinics 
will begin Mid-October and run 
through January. 

For the third year in a row, SKIIP 
will be providing injectible 
flu vaccine only.  ACIP met 
in February and voted to 
recommend FluMist to be one of 
the vaccine options once again.  
However, NMDOH and SKIIP had 
already placed their flu vaccine 
order prior to the ACIP meeting. 

Provider Award Winners, continued on page 5 
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Therefore, SKIIP 
will again only 
offer injectable flu 
vaccine.  

Also new this 
year, based on 
recommendations 
from the CDC-
Department of 
Health-sponsored 
evaluation of SKIIP, it was 
decided to concentrate SKIIP 
efforts on elementary and 
middle schools.  Some high-
performing high-schools have 
been grandfathered in but will be 
phased out next year.  

SKIIP consent packets are 

currently being 
printed and 
distributed to 
schools.

Training has been 
updated for the 
2018-19 flu season 
and SKIIP trainers 
are available in all 
five public health 
regions. All medical 
personnel who 
participate in SKIIP 

are required to complete the 
training. The SKIIP training 

provides 2.4 nursing CEUs.  An 
online version of the training 
is available if school nurses are 
unable to attend an in-person 
training.  SKIIP volunteers must 
register with the NM Medical 
Reserve Corps. to ensure 
background checks are done and 
volunteers have active licenses.  

UNM College of Pharmacy students 
at a Rio Rancho SKIIP clinic 2017

CNM Nursing 
Program student 
high-fives with a 
child at Marie Hughes 
Elementary who just 
got a flu shot



Immunization data corner
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NMSIIS Update, 
continued from front page
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Leslie Berry
SHA, NW Region 
Leslie Berry graduated from 
Texas Tech Health Science 
Center with her RN, 
BSN in 2011 and she 
has been a nurse now 
for seven years. Leslie 
spent three of those 
years as a school nurse 
in Texas where she 
realized her passion for 
school nursing. 

She moved to Gallup, NM 

Staff announcements
Immunization Program

with her family in March and 
has really enjoyed getting to 
explore this beautiful region! 
Leslie is excited to join DOH as 
the School Health Advocate for 

the Northwest Region 
and looks forward to 
working with schools 
and school nurses in 
her area. Feel free to 
contact her with any 
questions or if there is 
anything that she can 
do to assist you. Leslie's 

email address is Leslie.Berry@
state.nm.us

Jennifer Downey
SHA, NE Region
Jennifer Downey, RN, MPH is 
the new School Health Advocate 
for the NE Region, PHD located 
in Santa Fe.  Jennifer has been 
an BSRN for 36 years, worked 
previously for NMDOH/
PHD for over 11 years and 
a school nurse for 10 years.  
Previously, Jennifer has worked 
in a variety of health fields 
including psychiatric nursing, 
refugee health in Sudan, Africa 
and Thailand and emergency 
preparedness for NMDOH.  
Jennifer's email is jennifer.
downey@state.nm.us

National Immunization Survey 2017 Teen Data Update
National Immunization Survey Teen data were released in August, 
showing both the New Mexico and the nation-wide Human 
Papillomavirus (HPV) vaccine up-to-date coverage levels rising to 
46.0% for 13-15-year-olds. While HPV coverage gains have been 
consistent, they remain significantly lower than the Healthy People 
2020 Target of 80%.

NMSIIS Overview
Immunization 
professionals in NM 
know NMSIIS, and 
now there's an 
NMSIIS Overview 
to provide details 
about NMSIIS 
to those who 
aren't in the 
know.

As a confidential 
repository of immunization 
records for all New Mexicans, 
NMSIIS does so much more than 
track immunization schedules 
for the citizens in our state, it 
also integrates data from birth 
and death records, health care 
providers and parents records.

Access this document here.

State of New Mexico Department of Health

Public Health Division - Immunization

Program

 

NMSIIS Overview

 
 

Each year, approximately 28,000 children are born in New Mexico. Every one of these children will need

18-22 immunizations by age six to protect them from debilitating, life threatening diseases. New vaccines

are quickly becoming available, resulting in a complex childhood immunization schedule for a large

population. Keeping track of immunizations can be challenging for health care professionals .

 
Keeping track of families is another challenge for health care professionals . The average family relocates

multiple times over the course of a lifetime, frequently leaving medical records and valuable immunization

information behind . As many as 25% of children visit two or more providers for immunizations before their

third birthday .
 
What is the New Mexico Statewide Immunization Information System (NMSIIS)?

 
NMSIIS, administered by the New Mexico Department of Health, is a confidential, computerized repository

of individual immunization records that integrates information from birth and death records, public and

private health care providers, and parental records . It is a secure, web-based system that is compliant

with Health Insurance Portability and Accountability Act of 1996 (HIPAA) standards. The 2013 Legislature

passed legislation that Governor Martinez signed into law, making it mandatory for all immunization

providers to enter their immunization data (all vaccines, all aged patients) in NMSIIS .

 
What does NMSIIS do?

 
NMSIIS’s most basic function is  to be a tracking tool to help keep children on schedule for their

recommended immunizations. NMSIIS is also able to:

 

Record immunizations, contraindications,

and reactions
Validate immunization history and provide

recommendations

Generate immunization history and

recommendation reports to give to parents

Produce immunization recall and reminder 

notices for providers to mail to clients

Generate data reports for providers to

complete external reports (e.g., VFC,

AFIX)Manage vaccine inventory

 

Automated data transfer between a provider’s electronic health record and NMSIIS has been implemented

and holds great promise for the future.

 
Benefits of using NMSIIS

 
NMSIIS aids your health care organization by saving both time and money . By using NMSIIS, health care

organizations:
 

Reduce staff time needed to obtain and

assess scattered immunization records

Reduce expenses and risk incurred by

administering duplicate immunizations

Reduce missed vaccination

opportunities
Decrease incidence of disease

Decrease incidence of vaccine adverse 

reactionsPrevent vaccine waste through better

inventorymanagement

Reduce staff time and expense for

documenting
immunizations and

producing reports
Improve efficiency of office operations

 

How do I get started with NMSIIS?

 

Contact the New Mexico Department of Health Helpdesk:

1-833-882-6454 or (505) 827-2356
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Join NIPA HPV 
vaccination learning
The National Improvement 
Partnership Network and 
the Academic Pediatric 
Association are collaborating 
on a national initiative, 
NIPA, starting in November 
2018, funded by the CDC, to 
recruit health care practices that 
serve adolescents to participate in a 
9-month, virtual, quality improvement project. 
Practices that enroll in this multi-state project 
will receive training in QI methodology and 
implement evidence-based practice changes to 
increase immunization rates and reduce missed 
opportunities for HPV vaccine administration.   
Participants can earn credit towards professional 
certifications for project participation:

• MC-FP credit for 1 Part IV module or 20 Part 
IV points, from the American Board of Family 
Medicine (ABFM)

• Up to 20 Performance Improvement Continuing 
Medical Education (CME) credits from the AAFP

Through four consecutive cohorts, NIPA has 
proven an effect model for getting results. Family 
medicine physicians from prior project cohorts 
increased HPV series initiation rates 46-58% and 
increased series completion rates 13-45%.  Enroll 
by October 15.

Link to the flyer, or for more information about 
project requirements, contact Jennifer Le at 
Jennifer.A.Le@med.uvm.edu or 802-656-9195.

CDC updated VIS forms
The DTaP and meningococcal ACWY vaccine 
information statements (VIS) have been updated 
8/24/18 and are now available.

DTaP VIS                      Meningococcal ACWY VIS
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New Staff Announcements,
continued from page 2

Immunization resources Two new CDC reports on HPV
CDC provided encouraging signs for preventing 
future HPV-related cancers in their report released 
last month in the MMWR on estimates of teen 

vaccination rates in the US.  

Another report in last month's MMWR 
indicates that oropharyngeal cancer was the 

most common HPV-associated cancer in 2015.

ACS online resources 
to raise HPV vaccination vates
Looking for resources to boost the HPV cancer 
prevention power of office administrative staff? 
The American Cancer Society now provides a 
communications kit, click her to sign up for the 
downloadable communications kit. 

CHOP tearsheet
A useful handout for parents on 
vaccine adjuvants and preservatives, 
Vaccine Ingredients: What you 
should know is one click way.  It 
is a good resource that contains 
talking points for concerned 
parents and is available through CHOP, 
The Children's Hospital of Philadelphia.  The 
tearsheet can be ordered—you can get one 
tearpad free—it can also be downloaded as a pdf.  
CHOP provides tearsheets on other vaccines and 
provides other vaccine-related information.

Vaccine safety references
The Vaccine Education Center (VEC) has created a 
library of vaccine safety references with overviews 
of each study’s findings. The webpage is the result 
of a collaboration between Dr. Stanley Plotkin, 
Dorit Rubinstein Reiss, and Heather Bodenstab 
that offers a repository of vaccine safety references 
for those asked to address these issues either 
with their patients or more formally, in court. The 
website is divided into topics and includes links to 
related pages. The references, with summaries, are 
also listed on the pages of the VEC website.

 

 

 

 

Join the NIPA HPV Immunization Learning 

Collaborative and check-off all your to-dos! 

 

Who Anyone who provides vaccines to 
adolescents. • Pediatrics • Family Medicine 

• School-Based Health Centers 

• Local Health Departments 

• Community Health Centers 

• FQHCs 
 

What A multi-state, virtual learning 

collaborative.  Participants are 

trained in QI methodology and 

strategies to improve HPV 

vaccination via monthly webinars.  

Sites submit data electronically, 

receive monthly feedback reports 

and individualized coaching 

support. 
 

What Else • 6 webinars • 3 project surveys  
• Pre/Post project HPV 
vaccination rate data 

• Audit 16 visits/month (9 mos) 

• 6 PDSA Logs • Test strategies to reduce missed 

opportunities for HPV vaccine 

 

How 
Enroll online at https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/NIPA_5_Enrollment 

 

Questions?  Contact Jennifer Le: Jennifer.A.Le@med.uvm.edu  

802.656.9195 │ http://www.academicpeds.org/NIPA/  

 

When November 2018 - August 2019 
Enrollment deadline: 

October 15, 2018   

&Q A Vaccine Ingredients: What you should know
V A C C I N E  E D U C A T I O N  C E N T E R

Some parents are concerned about ingredients in vaccines, specifically aluminum, mercury, gelatin and 

antibiotics. However, parents can be reassured that ingredients in vaccines are minuscule and necessary.

Q. Why is aluminum in vaccines?

Volume 3, Summer 2016

A. Aluminum is used in vaccines as an adjuvant. Adjuvants enhance the 

immune response by allowing for lesser quantities of active ingredients and,  

in some cases, fewer doses. Until recently, aluminum salts were the only class  

of adjuvants approved for use in the United States. In 2009, a second  

adjuvant, known as monophosphoryl lipid A, was also approved for use  

in the United States. 
Aluminum Aluminum salts have been used as adjuvants in vaccines in the United States 

since the 1930s. Some people wonder whether aluminum in vaccines is harmful 

— the facts are reassuring.
First, aluminum is present in our environment; the air we breathe, the water we 

drink and the food we eat all contain aluminum.

Second, the quantity of aluminum in vaccines is small. For example, in the first 

six months of life, babies receive about 4 milligrams* of aluminum if they get 

all of the recommended vaccines. However, during this same period they will 

ingest about 10 milligrams of aluminum if they are breastfed, 40 milligrams 

if they are fed regular infant formula, and up to 120 milligrams if they are fed 

soy-based infant formula.
Some people wonder about the difference between aluminum injected in 

vaccines versus aluminum ingested in food. Typically, infants have between 

1 and 5 nanograms (billionths of a gram) of aluminum in each milliliter of 

blood. Researchers have shown that after vaccines are injected, the quantity of 

aluminum detectable in an infant’s blood does not change and that about half 

of the aluminum from vaccines is eliminated from the body within one day. In 

fact, aluminum causes harm only when kidneys are not functioning properly or 

at all (so aluminum cannot be effectively eliminated) AND large quantities of 

aluminum, such as those in antacids, are administered.

Monophosphoryl lipid A 

Monophosphoryl lipid A was isolated from the surface of bacteria and 

detoxified, so that it cannot cause harm. This adjuvant has been tested for safety 

in tens of thousands of people.*A milligram is one-thousandth of a gram, and a gram is the weight of one-fifth of a teaspoon of water.

For the latest information on all 

vaccines, visit our website at

vaccine.chop.edu

Q. Why is formaldehyde in vaccines?
A. Formaldehyde is a by-product of vaccine production. Formaldehyde is 

used during the manufacture of some vaccines to inactivate viruses (like polio 

and hepatitis A viruses) or bacterial toxins (like diphtheria and tetanus toxins). 

While most formaldehyde is purified away, small quantities remain.

Because formaldehyde is associated with the preservation of dead bodies, its 

presence in vaccines seems inappropriate. However, it is important to realize 

that formaldehyde is also a by-product of protein and DNA synthesis, so it is 

commonly found in the bloodstream. The quantity of formaldehyde found in 

blood is 10 times greater than that found in any vaccine.

more4

Q. Why is gelatin in vaccines?
A. Gelatin is used in some vaccines as a stabilizer. Stabilizers are added to 

vaccines to protect the active ingredients from degrading during manufacture, 

transport and storage. Gelatin, which is made from the skin or hooves of pigs, 

is concerning because some people (about 1 of every 2 million) might have a 

severe allergic reaction to it.
Also, because religious groups, such as Jews, Muslims and Seventh Day 

Adventists, follow dietary rules that prohibit pig products, some parents are 

concerned about using vaccines that contain gelatin. However, all religious 

groups have approved the use of gelatin-containing vaccines for their followers 

for several reasons: First, vaccines are injected, not ingested (except the rotavirus 

vaccine, which does not contain gelatin). Second, gelatin in vaccines has been 

highly purified and hydrolyzed (broken down by water), so that it is much 

smaller than that found in nature; therefore, religious leaders believe it to 

be different enough that it does not break the religious dietary laws. Finally, 

leaders from these religious groups believe that the benefits of receiving vaccines 

outweigh adherence to religious dietary laws.
Q. What about the cumulative effect of vaccine ingredients 

when my child receives multiple vaccines in a single day?

A. Questions about the cumulative effect when multiple vaccines are given 

on the same day are reasonable. However, several sources of information 

provide reassurance:
• A study by Michael Smith and Charles Woods showed that 7- to 10-year-old 

children who had received vaccines according to the recommended schedule 

as infants did not have neuropsychological delays, such as speech and 

language delays, verbal memory, fine motor coordination, motor or phonic 

tics, and intellectual functioning.

• If a new vaccine is added to the schedule at a time when other vaccines are 

given, studies must be completed to show that neither vaccine interferes with 

the safety or ability of the other to work. Known as concomitant use studies, 

these studies are numerous and extensive, offering additional information 

regarding interference of vaccine ingredients or effects caused by too much of 

an ingredient.• Studies of the immune system estimate that we can respond to about 

10,000 different immunologic components at any one time; the number of  

immunologic components contained in all of the vaccines recommended for 

young children today is less than 200 immunologic components.

• Finally, additives in vaccines, such as aluminum, have been studied regarding 

how they are processed in the body as well as what levels are toxic. For 

example, people who suffer toxic effects of aluminum must have had long-

term exposure to aluminum (months or years) as well as non-functioning or  

improperly functioning kidneys. 

With all of this information, we can conclude that multiple vaccines given in 

one day are not overwhelming an infant’s immune system. 

National Immunization Partnership with the APA
 

Learning Collaborative to
 

Improve HPV Immunization Rates
 

The National Immunization Partnership with the APA, or NIPA, is a CDC-funded project that combines the expertise of

the National Improvement Partnership Network (NIPN) and the Academic Pediatric Association (APA) to improve

adolescent HPV immunization rates.   NIPA is a multi-state, virtual learning collaborative.  Participants are trained in QI

methodology and strategies to improve HPV vaccination via monthly webinars.  Sites submit data electronically, receive

monthly feedback reports and individualized coaching support.  Through four consecutive cohorts, 
 

NIPA has proven an effect model for getting results. 
 

NIPA has run
 

4 cohorts with
 

215 practices in
 

23 states
 

HPV series initiation rates

increased by 20% and series

completion rates increased by 15%

in past cohorts.
 

Experience
 

About the Project
 

Pediatrics
 

Family Medicine
 

School-based health centers 
 

Public health clinics
 

Community health centers
 

FQHCs
 Attend 6 webinars

 

Complete 3 project surveys & 6 PDSA Logs
 

Submit pre- and post- project HPV vaccination

rate data
 

Audit 16 patient visits per month for 9 months
 

Test strategies to reduce missed opportunities

for HPV vaccine
 

Participants earn credit

towards professional

certifications: 
 

November 2018

through August 2019.
 

 
Enrollment deadline: 

 

Questions?
 

For more information, please contact us!
 

 

Who
 

What
 

When
 

Project Details
 

Earn MOC
 

Jennifer Le  |  Outreach and Training Associate
 

802.656.9195  |  Jennifer.a.le@med.uvm.edu
 

http://www.academicpeds.org/NIPA/
 

ABP Part 4 MOC
 

ABFM Part IV MC-FP
 

Performance 

Improvement CME
 

Enroll online at https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/NIPA_5_Enrollment
 

How
 

Get Results
 

Prevent
Cancer

 
Each year, an estimated 32,500 new cases of HPV-

related cancer are diagnosed in the U.S.
 

5
 

reasonsto signup for
 NIPA

 
PCMH

 
Project meets criteria for 

Patient Centered Medical

Home recognition.
 

1
 

4
 

3
 

2
 

5
 

 October 15, 2018
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https://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/volumes/67/wr/mm6733a1.htm?s_cid=mm6733a1_w
https://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/volumes/67/wr/mm6733a2.htm?s_cid=mm6733a2_w
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https://www.chop.edu/centers-programs/vaccine-education-center/vaccine-safety-references
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As the world moves more 
and more towards online and 
eservices, all of us have become 
increasingly dependent on 
the convenience of our mobile 
and portable devices.  A wise 
man once said, “A luxury once 
consumed, becomes a necessity."  
The necessity to stay modern and 
convenient is exactly the thing 
that motivates us to improve our 
services. 

We are pleased to be able to offer 
these modern conveniences to 
our employees and state health 
providers. 

Currently, our customers can 
access and complete our training 
online, and now can also register 

Immunization advocates, providers, 
public health professionals and others 
interested in Immunizations... 

Mark your calendars for the 16th Annual Meeting and Celebration of 
the New Mexico Immunization Coalition.

Plan to join us for the latest information, recommendations, and 
to learn about what's happening in the world of immunizations! 
Agenda and registration information will be sent out in late October.

C
on

ta
ct

 
us

NM Department of Health 
Erica Martinez-Lovato
Immunization Program Manager
Phone (505) 476-1451
Erica.Martinez1@state.nm.us

www.immunizenm.org
Call or email us for more 
information about our 
newsletter or if you have an 
item to submit for publication. 

online for upcoming onsite 
training sessions. To take that 
a step even further, our online 
NMSIIS and CHILe trainings can 
be accessed directly from a tablet, 
iPad, iPhone or Droid device. And, 
as of this month, users can also 
register online from a portable 
device for onsite trainings. These 
enhancements make it easier 
for our customers to utilize our 
services in the office and on the 
go. 

As technology and the internet 
advance, we will continue to 
improve the ability to access 
information, share best practices 
and make learning options more 
electronically accessible, to keep 
pace with today’s digital world.

New Immunization Program 
eServices and online learning 

Friday, December 7
9am to 4pm

Save 
the 
date

mailto: Erica.Martinez1@state.nm.us
http://www.immunizenm.org

